
POLK COUNTY, TEXAS

November 26,2019

Jessica Hutchins
Grants and Contracts Coordinator

101W. Church - Polk County Courthouse
Livingston, TX 77351

(73&}327-«B49 Fax: (936)327-«691

VIA EMAIL & /REGULAR USPS MAIL

Victoria Jimenez
General Counsel

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Harris County Institute ofForensic Sciences
1861 Old Spanish Tail
Houston, Texas 77054

Re: InterlocalAgreement of postmortem Examinations
by the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

Decu* Victoria Jimenez,

Enclosed, please find the interlocal agreement between PolkCounty and Harris County
approved during PolkCounty's Commissioners CourtNovember 26, 2019. Please send an
executed agreement to the Polk County Judge's office address onceapproved byHarris
County's Commissioners Court.

Ifyouhaveanyquestions, please do not hesitate to give myoffice a call.

Sincerely,

Jessica Hutchins
Polk County Grants and Contracts Coordinator
PolkCounty,Texas
(936)-327-6849



INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT

FOR PERFORMANCE OF POSTMORTEM EXAMINATIONS

BY HARRIS COUNTY INSTITUTE OF FORENSIC SCIENCES

THE STATE OF TEXAS §
§

COUNTY OF HARRIS §

THIS INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT (the"Agreement") is madepursuant to chapter 791
of the TexasGovernment Code (theInterlocal Cooperation Act)and chapter49 of the Texas Code
of CriminalProcedure, and enteredinto by andbetweenHarris County, actingby and throughits
governing body, the Harris County Commissioners Court, and Polk County (the "Requesting
County"), actingby and through its governing body, the Polk CountyCommissioners Court.

RECITALS:

Pursuant to article 49.25 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Harris County has
established and maintains the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences which includes the
Office of Medical Examiner;

The RequestingCounty does not have a medical examiner, and a justice of the peace is
required to conduct an inquest into the death of a person who dies in the county under certain
circumstances;

If the justice of the peace determines that a postmortem examination is necessary, the
justice of the peace may order that a postmortem examination of the body be performed by a
physician; and

The Requesting County desires to obtain the services of the Harris County Institute of
ForensicSciences(the"MedicalExaminer") to performpostmortem examinations on personswho
diedin the Requesting County and to provide sworntestimony in connection withany inquest by
a justice of the peace or any criminal investigation or prosecution conducted by a prosecuting'
attomey.

NOW, THEREFORE, Harris County and the Requesting County, in consideration of the
mutual covenants and agreements herein contained, do mutually agree as follows:

TERMS:

L

TERM

The term of this Agreement shallbegin on January 1,2020 and end on December31,2020,
unless terminated in accordance with the provisions contained herein.



II.

SERVICES

A. Postmortem Examinations. Postmortem examinations will be perfonned by the Medical
Examinerpursuant to chapter 49 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure. In those cases where
a complete autopsyis deemed unnecessary by the Medical Examiner to ascertain the cause and
mamier of death, the Medic^ Examiner mayperform an external examination of thebody, which
mayincludetaking x-rays of the bodyandextracting bodilyfluids for laboratory analysis.

1. Written Request When a justice of the peace in the Requesting County determines
pursuant to article 49.10 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, that a postmortem
exairiination is necessary on the body of a deceased person who died within their
jurisdiction, thejusticeof thepeacemayrequest thattheMedical Examiner perform an
autopsy. Each request for a postmortemexamination shallbe in writing,accompanied
by an order signed by the justice of the peace. However, the Medical Examinershall
havethe discretionto performan autopsyor external examination of thebodybased on
his professional judgment.

2. Written Records. The following records shallaccompany the body: (1) the completed
form titled "Harris County Medical Examiner Out of County Investigator's Report"
(attached hereto andincorporated herein); (2) the entirepolicereport, including scene
photographs and; (3) all relevant medical records, including hospital admission and
emergencyroom records, if applicable. Failure to provide all necessaryrecords may
result in the Medical Examiner refusing to accept the body for a postmortem
examination.

3. Body Bag. body transported to the Medical Examiner for a postmortem
examination must be enclosedinside a zipperedbody bag and sealed in such a way as
to insure integrityof evidencebetween the time of scene investigation and arrival at
the Medical Examiner. The body bag shall have the deceased's name affixed to the
outside,

B. Lahoratorv Analvses. The Medical Examiner shall conduct a postmortem toxieological
analysis, ifappropriate, and any other tests considered necessary to assist in determining the cause
and manner ofdeath and identification.

C. Testimonv. Medical Examiner personnel performing services pursuant to this agreement shall
appear as reasonably necessary to provide testimony in a criminal case before a district court of
the Requesting County. The Requesting County agrees to use its best efforts to schedule the
testimony of the Medical Examiner's personnel in such a manner to cause the least amount of
disruption in their work schedule.

D. Reports. Within a reasonable time after the completion of a postmortem examination, the
Medical Examinerwillprovidea written copyofthe autopsyreport to thejustice ofthe peacewho
requested the autopsy.



E. Transportation. TheRequesting County shall have the soleresponsibility for transporting the
deceased to the Medical Examiner. Uponnotification by dieMedical Examiner that the autopsy
has been completed, the Requesting County shall make arrangements for the deceased to be
transported immediately to a fiineral home.

F. Training. The Medical Examiner will conduct an annual training seminar in Houston for
justices of the peace, their court personnel and other criminal justice officials, including
investigators.

G. No Interment. Harris County shall have no responsibility for burying the remains of the
deceased. Consistent with Tex. HEALTH & Safety Code Ann. § 711.002(e), the Requesting
Countyshall have sole responsibility for intermentof the body.

in.

CONSIDERATION FOR SERVICES
A. Autot)sv Fees. In consideration for the services provided by the Medical Examiner, the
Requesting Countyagrees to payHarris Countyall costsandexpenses associated withperforming
the autopsy in accordance with the followingschedule:

(a) StandardAutopsyExamination $2,887per body
(b) ExternalExamination $1,161 per body

B. Ancillary Tests. Ancillary tests (i.e. GSRtests) will be performed as deemed appropriate by
the Medical Examiner at no additional cost. If further tests are requested by the Requesting
County, but are deemed by the Medical Examiner not germane based on the circumstances of the
case, -the Medical Examiner may elect to decline the request, or to request that the laboratory of
the HCIFS perform those tests with additional charges in accordance wifii the Fee Schedule,
attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit "A."

C. Testimony. TheRequesting County shalladditionally payHarrisCounty for the timespentby
the Medical Examiner's pathologists, the ChiefToxicologist, or otherpersonnel providing sworn
testimony in connection with a postmortem examination requested by the Requesting County.
Testimony fee are in accordance with the Harris County Medical Examiner's Fee Schedule,
attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit "A." These rates shall apply also to pretrial
preparation, attendance at pretrial conferences, travel time and anytime spent waiting to provide
testimony.

D. Storage ofBodies. TheRequesting County shallpayHarris County theadditional sumofForty
Five Dollars ($45) per day for eachbodythatremains at theMedical Examiner beyond three (3)
days (including weekends and holidays) beginning the day after notification by the Medical
Examiner that the body is ready to be released to the Requesting County. This provision shall
survive termination of this Agreement and shall applyto any bodies currently remaining at the
Medical Examiner.

E^ Invoice. Harris County shall submit an invoice to the Requesting County for post mortem
services performed under this Agreement within thirty (30) days after the service is completed.
TheRequesting County shall pay thetotal amount oftheinvoice within thirty (30) days ofthedate



of receipt of the invoice by the Requesting County. If the Requesting County fails to pay any
invoice within sixty (60) days after receipt, the Medical Examiner may refuse to accept any
additional bodies for autopsy.

F. Fair Compensation. Harris Countyand theRequesting Countyagreeand acknowledge that the
contractualpayments contemplated by this agreement are reasonable and fairly compensate Harris
County for the services or functions performed under this Agreement.

G. Death Certificates. The justice of the peace who requestedthe postmortem examinationbe
performedshall provide the Medical Examinerwith a copy of the signed Certificateof Death no
later than fourteen (14) days after receipt of the autopsy report. Failure to comply with this
provision may result in termination of the contract by Harris County.

IV.

FUNDS

A. Current Funds. The Requesting County agrees and acknowledges that the contractual
payments in this Agreement shall be made to Harris County from current revenues available to the
Requesting County.

B. Certified Availability. The Requesting County has available and has specifically allocated
$28,870.00, as evidenced by a certification offunds by the Requesting County's County Auditor.
In the event funds certified available by the Requesting County's County Auditor are no longer
sufficient to compensate Harris County for the services provided under this Agreement, Harris
County shall have no further obligation to complete the performance of any services until the
Requesting Countycertifiessufficientadditional currentfunds. The RequestingCounty agreesto
immediately notify Harris County regarding any additional certification of funds for this
Agreement.

C. Other Statutory Liability. This Agreement is not intended to limit any statutory liability ofthe
Requesting County to pay for servicesprovidedby Harris Countywhen the fimds certifiedby the
RequestingCountyareno longersufficientto compensate Harris Countyfor.the servicesprovided
under this Agreement.

D. Overdue Payments. It is understood and agreed that chapter 2251 of the Texas Government
Code applies to late payments.

V.

TERMINATION

A. Without Notice. If the RequestingCounty defaults in the payment of any obligation in this
Agreement, Hairis Coimty is authorized to terminate this Agreement immediately without notice.

B. With Notice. It is understood and agreedthat eitherparty may terminatethis Agreementprior
to the expiration of the term set forth above, with or without cause, upon thirty (30) days prior
writtennotice to the other party. By the next businessday followingthe first ten (10) days of the
subsequent calendar month after the effective date ofsuch termination, Harris County,will submit



an invoice showing the amounts due for the month in which termination occurs in the manner set
out above for submitting monthly invoices.

VI.

NOTICE

Any notice required to be given under the provisions of this Agreement shall be in writing and
shall be duly served when it shall have been deposited, enclosed in a wrapper with the proper
postage prepaid thereon, and duly registered or certified, retum receipt requested, in a United
States Post Office, addressed to the parties at the following addresses:

To Harris County: Harris County
Harris CountyAdministration Building
1001 Preston, Suite 911
Houston, Texas 77002-1896
Attn: County Judge

with a copy to: Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences
1861 Old Spanish Trail
Houston, Texas 77054
Attn: ChiefMedical Examiner

To Polk County; Polk County
101 West Church Street, Suite 300
Livingston, TX 77351
Attn: County Judge

Eitherpartymaydesignate a different address by giving the otherparty ten days' written notice.

vn.

MERGER

Thepartiesagree that this Agreement contains all of the termsand conditions of theunderstanding
of the parties relating to the subject matter hereof. All prior negotiations, discussions,
correspondence and preliminary understandings between the parties and othersrelatingheretoare
supersededby this Agreement.

VIII.

VENUE

Exclusive venue foranyaction arising outoforrelatedtothisAgreement shallbeinHarris County,
Texas.

IX.

MISCELLANEOUS

This instrument contains the entire Agreement between the parties relating to the rights granted
andtheobligations assumed. Anyoralorwritten representations ormodifications concerning this
instrumentshall be of no force and effect excepting a subsequent modification in writing signed



by both parties. This Agreement may be executed in duplicate counterparts, each havingequal
force and effect of an original. This Agreement shall becomebinding and effective only after it
has been authorized and approved by both counties, as evidenced by the signature of the
appropriate authority pursuant to an order of the Commissioners Court of the respective County
authorizing such execution.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

VINCERYAN

County Attomey

By.
VICTORIA L. JIMENEZ

Assistant County Attomey

APPROVED:

LUIS A. SANCHEZ, M.D.
Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences
Executive Director & Chief Medical Examiner

HARRIS COUNTY

By,
LINA HIDALGO

County Judge

Date Signed:

POLK COUNTY

County Juuge

DateSigned: 11/26/19

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS

Pur^ant tosection 111.093 of theTexas Local Government Code, I certify that thecounty budget
contains an ample provision for the obligations ofPolk C-omity under,fli^Agreement and that
funds are or will be available in the amount of$28,8JZ0XIUT&i<paJ4hg^6hgadons when due.

Polk County Auditor
Date Signed: 11/26/19



I EXHIBIT "A"

HARRIS COUNTY

INSTITUTE OF FORENSIC SCIENCES
SCIENCE. SERVICE. INTEGRITY.

HCIFS Fee Schedule —Medical Examiner Services

Effective January 1,2015

LuisA.Sancliez, M.D.
ExGcuilve DirGcior &

Chief Medical Examiner

Service Description Unit Pricing Fees

Post Mortem Examinations

Full Autopsy Case $2,887

External Examination Case $1,161

Decedent Storage Day $45

Records: Reports, Permits, & Photo Reprints

Copy Charge per Open Records Page $0.10

Images on CD (Plus copy charge) Each $11

Notarization ofDocument (plus copy charge) Document $7

Photo Reprints (3 14 x 5) Print $3

Photo Reprints (8 X10) Print $5

X-Ray Copy (per film) Film $6

Subpoena/Court,OrderDocuments (plus copy charge) Hour $55

ProfessionalServices

Medical Examiner Expert Witness Testimony / Consultation
Preparation Fees Fixed Fee $179

Medical Examiner, Travel & Witness /Consultation Hourly $139

Anthropology Expert Witness Testimony/ Consultation
Preparation Fees Fixed Fee $81

Anthropology Travel & Witness /Consultation Hourly $70

Investigation Expert Witness Testimony / Consultation
Preparation Fees Fixed Fee . $39

Investigator /Entomologist, Travel «fe Witness /Consultation Hourly $37

Crime Laboratoiy Expert Witness Testimony / Consultation
Preparation Fees Fixed Fee $78

Laboratory personnel, Travel & Witness /Consultation Hourly $49

Prepared by HCIFS
Approved 08/26/2014

1885OldSpanish Trail Houston.Texas 77054 | 713-796-9292 j 7I3-796-6844 (F) | harfiscountytx.gov/ifs


